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this stage. The economic gain from their getting more Govern-
ment jobs may not be appreciable but these will enhance their
prestige, And this may bring about the removal of some of
their social disabilities, The middle class that will come into
existence as a result of their getting Government jobs may tone
down the differences between the high caste Hindus and the
depressed classes, Besides, is not Government service our most
important 'occupation'?

More imperative is the change of the social attitude of the
high caste Hindus to these classes, No nation can be strong
and efficient which has doomed'about sixty million people to
economic and social degradation. A country-wide campaign
of land reclamation and vocational education, of temperance,
cleanliness, and social purity, of'removal of untouchability and
better living among the less favoured and depressed castes can
alone contribute towards eliminating one of the darkest blots
on the face of Indian civilization. It is necessary that a programme
like that of the Harijan movement sponsored by Mahatma
Gandhi should win the devotion of hundreds of social workers
in different parts of India who may speed up the process of
social uplift and assimilation of the depressed classes, Indivi-
dual effort towards social reform and amelioration of the depress-
ed classes, however distinguished, will be futile: it must be a
collective social planning directed by the State and supported
by the social good-will of the entire nation,